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RU-ACH

n\roo-akh/ a Hebrew word meaning spirit, wind or breath

About Us

RUACH is a Jewish arts and music 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Milwaukee, with a mission to
awaken creativity through arts enrichment rooted in Jewish values and the rich cultural diversity of
Sherman Park. RUACH’s performances, classes and other innovative programs uplift and unite
underserved communities throughout Greater Milwaukee. Since 2004, RUACH has grown to provide
creative arts opportunities, set against a Jewish backdrop, to diverse Greater Milwaukee residents.
Over time, RUACH has extended its impact to include music, visual arts, dance, creative writing, and
theater programming for a variety of Jewish and at-large constituencies, particularly economically and
ethnically underserved populations, including youth and the elderly.
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A Letter from RUACH’s Founder & Executive Director

So much of what RUACH accomplished during the 2018-19 season was inspired by one of

our major endeavors of the year - and perhaps the most significant endeavor we’ve ever undertaken -
producing the Holocaust-era Children’s Opera, Brundibar. I've been inspired throughout this season by
the writing of Devorah Fisher, a musician and former RUACH intern, who described the origin of the
opera and the significance of art and its role in tying the present and future to a very meaningful past:

“In the early 1940s, a small, vibrant group of musically and artistically elite Jews were transported to the
Theresienstadt Ghetto and Concentration Camp. There they reunited and formed a thriving underground
cultural scene, despite the ban on all artistic and musical activity initially enacted by the SS. One of the
secret performances was of the children’s opera, Brundibar, which premiered in Theresienstadt in 1943.
Hans Krasa, the composer, was able to reconstruct his opera inside the Ghetto from a partial piano score,
rearranging the music to fit the few instruments smuggled into Theresienstadt in secret. Eventually, seeing
the potential for pro-Nazi propaganda, the SS lifted the music ban and allowed the performances and
rehearsals of Brundibar to commence in the open. Brundibar was performed 55 times in the Theresienstadt
Ghetto. Nearly everyone involved in the production, including the musicians, composer, set designer, and the
many children who formed the cast and chorus, were deported to other concentration camps and murdered
shortly after the final performance.

Under oppressive circumstances, music and the arts don’t have the luxury of being a frivolous pastime. The
only artistic expression possible during times of persecution is that which absolutely needs to be expressed;
even the simplest child’s tune is transformed into something more when it is sung at great risk to the singer’s life.
Extreme pressure lends more importance to the arts because the oppressive environment naturally strips all
meaning contained within the arts to the bare bones. By engaging in acts of human expression, persecuted
artists and audiences engage in an act of inner resistance against the persecutors who seek to dehumanize
them. The mere existence of the art means that the persecutors haven’t won.

Certainly, Brundibar as a whole is an expression of the composer Hans Krasa. But when we, in the present,
revisit the music of the Holocaust, we forge connections with the original musicians and audience members
as well. Each present-day musician and each of our cast and chorus members becomes a conduit for the
essence of the musicians and the children who played those parts in Theresienstadt. Each present-day
audience member relates back to a prisoner who sat in the audience in the Ghetto. We form connections with
everything they believed in and felt and loved and hated and lived. When we, in the present, revisit this music,
we build up the ties that attach their experiences and lives to our current world. It is a raw and true
commemoration of their lives and deaths, as this music, born of their oppression, is saturated with the sparks
of their souls. Every performance strengthens the hold their stories and their messages have on our world
today, ensuring that the people behind them don’t fade from our past and from our future.”

At RUACH, we are inspired by the power of the arts and propelled by our unique perspective, rooted in
Jewish values and tradition. Through the arts, we hearken back to the past, in the present,
simultaneously conceiving of and articulating a better future. Through the arts, we can bring people of
many backgrounds together under the banner of this universal language. And through the arts, we can
uplift, comfort, and encourage where there is division, pain, and doubt.

Our programming and achievements during the 2018-19 season as described in the pages that follow
are the embodiment of this distinct viewpoint.

On behalf of RUACH, many thanks to all who participated in our programs and supported our work
this past season (please be sure to take a look at our Donor List on the last page). Your generosity
and enthusiasm inspire us to continue to expand our reach and impact in the Greater Milwaukee and
Jewish communities in the coming year.

Josh Richman
Founder & Executive Director
RUACH, Inc.



TENY . RUACH Brings the Holocaust-era
!B!!!] N2 ‘gg}u{ * Children’s Opera to Milwaukee

RUACH presented Hans Krasa’s children’s opera,
Brundibdr, May 26-28, 2019 to sold-out houses for
each of its three performances at The Harry &
Rose Samson Family Jewish Community
Center’s Ritz Theater.

RUACH held two additional free shows on May

20 at Ovation Jewish Home’s Rubenstein Pavilion,
the first primarily for students from schools that
would otherwise not have the opportunity to
experience such a production, and another for
residents from Ovation Communities and the
general public. A number of schools, as well as

the Mary Ryan Boys & Girls Club, had the unique
opportunity to participate in outreach events
featuring Jason McKinney and Rabbi Mendel
Metzger, focusing on the topics of bullying

and the Holocaust.

RUACH’s production of Brundibar, with an adapted libretto by Tony Kushner, was
directed by accomplished Wisconsin actress and theater educator, Elyse Edelman,
with Nathan Wesselowski, Milwaukee opera singer and instructor, serving as music
director. Dr. Alexander Mandl conducted, and Jason McKinney, internationally known
opera performer, played the title role. The cast, which rehearsed intensively over a
month-and-a-half-long period, was comprised of talented students from Southeastern
Wisconsin, and Yeshiva Elementary School students formed a children’s choir. Top
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra (MYSO) students and local professional

Jason McKinney as Brundibar - Musicians comprised the excellent orchestra.

A tale of two children who - with the help of animal friends and hundreds of school kids - defeat the villainous
Brundibar, the Holocaust-era opera is an allegory mirroring the experience of Jews in Europe being persecuted by
the Nazis. It depicts themes of anti-bullying, the power of friendship, and the triumph of good over evil.

RUACH’s Executive Director, Josh Richman, said, “Producing Brundibar presented a powerful opportunity to bring
together diverse community members to explore the depth of Jewish history, art, and expression, at the same time
celebrating the universal values that bring out the best in all of us. Endeavors like these reinforce the conviction that
the sound of good cannot be silenced.”

Brundibar’s history and message will have a lasting effect on all who participated-
their families, friends and all who enjoyed the production.

“I was honored to be chosen to play the Sparrow in Brundibar. I’'m not Jewish,
but | received a crash course in what it was like to be Jewish during the
Holocaust by participating in this show. The fear and heartache will stay

with me forever. I'm a different person after performing in Brundibar. My life

is different, I’'m more empathetic, and | feel the need to become more active
and defend the defenseless after learning and performing the story of
Brundibar.”-Casey Westphal (Sparrow in Brundibar)

“This experience has changed Casey. He is definitely a more understanding
and accepting person at the end of this experience. He also has a
renewed sense of speaking up and not being a ‘bystander’ when

witnessing injustice.” -Julia Anderer-Westphal (Mother of Casey) “This was such a wonderful project for not
only our daughter, but our family. It was

“Brundibar was a wonderful opportunity for Aryeh because there aren’t neat to have her be part of such a

many shows that he can be in since he doesn’t perform on the profound project. We loved the

Sabbath. RUACH gave Aryeh the opportunity to be on stage and perform. cast, crew and organization and it

It's a wonderful gift to give students like Aryeh who have religious needs.” was so meaningful.” -Laura Hirano

-Yaffa Karan (Mother of Aryeh, who played the role of Pepicek) (mother of Scarlett, who played the role of Aninka)
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SHERMAN PARK
e ARTS FESTIVAL

neighborhood harmony through the arts. The Encourages NelghborhOOd Harmony

2019 festival kicked off with the SPAF Community Arts Day at the Mary Ryan Boys & Girls Club on March 31. The
event welcomed people of all ages and backgrounds to come together to create art and engage in art activities.
More than 175 individuals— primarily from the Sherman Park community — participated.

This season, RUACH coordinated the second
annual Sherman Park Arts Festival (SPAF), a
collaboration of a wide variety of neighborhood
partners that encourages the diverse populations

New artists and activities were added this year, which made the event more fun, festive and family-friendly. One
such addition was an open painting station led by Vibez Creative Arts Space, an arts
organization located in the Sherman Phoenix. Another new feature was a lively musical
performance by the Milwaukee Police Band, enjoyed by all. Several young SPAF attendees
even got a chance to conduct the Band! RUACH once again teamed with Ascension St.
Joseph Hospital to host the SPAF Community Concert on July 10 at Gengler Park as part of
St. Joe’s annual Concerts in the Park series. Three bands, whose members have close ties to
the Sherman Park Community, performed. Ogham, a traditional Irish dance band, opened the
concert with engaging Celtic tunes. Next up was Kretshmir, playing a variety of traditional
Jewish melodies. The Greg Adams Trio closed out the concert with their always enjoyable
smooth jazz. It was truly a wonderfully gratifying, multicultural experience!

The success of this year’s Sherman Park Arts Festival was due in large part to the collaborative spirit of our partners,
which included: Ascension St. Joseph Hospital, Mary Ryan Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee, Congregation
Beth Jehudah, 53rd Street School, Milwaukee Police Department--District 7, Sherman Multicultural Arts Elementary
School, Sherman Park Association of Religious Communities, Sherman Park Community Association and Yeshiva
Elementary School.

BRINGING PARTNERS & MUSICIANS TOGETHER

RUACH cultivates partnerships with a wide variety of schools, community organizations, institutions, and funders.
We also have access to an extensive network of artists, including one of our most frequent collaborators, Dr. Adam
Margolis. We are privileged to have the opportunity to bring these groups together from time to time to help enhance
our partners’ events with outstanding artistry. Over the last year, we were pleased to have RUACH featured at the
following community events:

Bader Philanthropies’ Global Headquarters Grand Opening

RUACH was honored to arrange for musicians Adam Margolis, Rick Aaron, Linda
Raymond Siegel, T.J. Hull, and Leon Cohen to play at Bader Philanthropies’ Grand
Opening event in October 2018.

Ovation Jewish Home Grand Torah Celebration

Ovation Jewish Home welcomed a new Sefer Torah to its Kohl Family Synagogue in
December 2018 at its Grand Torah Celebration. RUACH was delighted to assemble
musicians, including Adam Margolis, Guy Fiorentini, T.J. Hull, Avi Gelfman, and Rick
Aaron, to play at this significant event.

Jewish Funders Network Conference in San Francisco
Kretshmir—featuring Adam Margolis, Guy Fiorentini, and T.J. Hull—accompanied by

Dr. Adam Margolis

“While on a cognitive level |
connect to my Judaism through
learning Torah, my emotional
connection to Yiddishkeit has
always been most clearly
articulated through Jewish music.
In what can sometimes seem a cold,
dark, and angry world, my heart is
most profoundly awakened to the
true beauty of life by the melodies
and songs of our people.”
-Dr. Adam Margolis

Josh Richman, traveled to San Francisco in March 2019 to perform at the Jewish
Funders Network Conference, which is an annual convening of philanthropists and
foundation professionals.

Jewish Home and Care Center Foundation/Ovation Communities FireworksFest
This year, proceeds from the FireworksFest event benefitted the RUACH fund. This
fund, which is held at the Jewish Home and Care Center Foundation, is used to
provide excellent arts programming to Ovation Communities residents, as part of a
collaboration between the Foundation and RUACH. RUACH was pleased to
coordinate a brass quintet featuring Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra musicians,
which included RUACH Vice President Megumi Kanda, to play at the event.



2018-19 Core Partner Program Highlights

In 2018-19, we worked extensively with our Core Partners—Yeshiva Elementary School (YES) and Ovation
Communities—to provide their constituents with excellent music and arts programming.

Yiddish Music Series

RUACH, in partnership with the
Jewish Home and Care Center
Foundation, continued the Yiddish
Music Series at the Helen Bader
Center for residents with early-to-
mid-level Alzheimer’s and dementia.
In 2018-19, Adam Margolis and
Friends, as well as Lil Rev, performed
Jewish and Yiddish music ten times
as part of the series, which movingly
and effectively draws out long-time
memories and feelings from the
audiences.

Rubin Sharpe Tribute Series

RUACH delivers special high-quality
programs including concerts, as well
as music and visual arts residencies,
to Ovation Communities residents.
Harpist Devorah Fisher and pianist
Jeff Gibbens kicked off the season in
September 2018 with a recital at
Ovation Jewish Home’s Rubenstein
Pavilion. Featuring the music of
Ravel and Salzedo, the beautiful
performance was enjoyed by
approximately 150 people.

In December 2018, RUACH

presented the Israeli Simply Tsfat
Jewish music group at Ovation

Sarah Chudnow and Rubenstein
Pavilion at Ovation Jewish Home.
Simply Tsfat, well received by RUACH
audiences several years ago, was a
hit once again, with packed houses
for both performances!

The 2018-19 season concluded with
a masterful performance at Ovation
Sarah Chudnow, by acclaimed
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
Concertmaster, Frank Almond, and
renowned pianist, Victor Asuncion.

Frank Almond

Recorder Method Book

RUACH'’s recorder method book, Recorders Play Jewish Music, written by Mrs. Marty Fox,
a renowned educator at Yeshiva Ohr Eliyahu in Los Angeles, and under the supervision of
Rabbi Michel Twerski, Shiita, has been piloted at Yeshiva Elementary School, Bader Hillel
Academy, and ALBA School to great success. We are thrilled to announce that we are
beginning sales of this program to schools nationwide so that we can reach more young
people with this easy-to-learn methodology that, uniquely, features entirely Jewish music.

If you are interested in learning more about the book, please contact Joshua

Richman at joshua@ruachmilwaukee.org.



Thank You, RUACH Donors!

RuOCK Stars ($5,000+)

Bader Philanthropies

Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder
Charitable Trust

City of Milwaukee Arts Board

Clarice S. Turer Charitable Fund

David and Ruth S. Coleman
Foundation

Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s
Mary L. Nohl Fund

Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation, Inc.

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Jewish Community Foundation of the
Milwaukee Jewish Federation

National Endowment for the Arts

Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc.

Fran and Steve Richman

Bud and Sue Selig

Encore! ($2,500-$4,999)

Anonymous

CAMPAC

Rachel and Chad Eixenberger

Gene & Stephanie Klurfeld Educational Fund
of the Jewish Community Foundation

The Milwaukee Jewish Federation’s
Jewish Education Innovation Grant

Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s
Nonprofit Management Fund

Potawatomi Hotel & Casino

Wisconsin Arts Board

Bows & Curtain Calls ($1,000-$2,499)
ANON Charitable Trust

Ascension Wisconsin

Bobbi and Jim Caraway

Gene & Ruth Posner Foundation

JP Cullen

Peck Foundation, Milwaukee Ltd.

Paul Saenger

On the Podium ($540-$999)

Dr. Linda Waite and Dr. Larry Charme
Barbara Grande

Madeleine and David Lubar

Mitch and Cheryl Moser

Arleen Peltz

Dr. Jeffrey and Suzanne Zigun

On Stage ($360-$539)

Ann and Ron Abele

Nancy and Dr. James Barnett

Jonathan and Linda Chernin

Ken and Robyn Karan

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kluesner

Brian and Sue Lanser

Hollie and Armin Nankin

Jeanette and Bruce Peckerman

Richard R. Pieper

Dr. Stephen and Susan Ragatz

Michael Schmitz

Stephen L. Werner CLU and
Associates, Inc.

In the Studio ($180-$359)
Anonymous (2)

Mendel and Elisheva Appel
Stephen and Barbara Becker
Cindy Benjamin

Beverly and Bernie Berson

Marlene and Bert Bilsky

Mark and Cheryl Brickman

Thomas A. Churchill

Robin and Dr. Bernard Cohen

Amy and Fred Croen

Bruce Davidson

Rabbi Aryeh Leib and Chava Devorkin
Harriet and Jerry Dorf

Dr. Howard and Eileen Dubner

Dr. Patricia Ellis

Emergency Medicine Specialists
Rachel Forman and Boaz Avital

Sarah and Jay Frank

George L.N. Meyer Family Foundation
Margarete and David Harvey

Dr. Barry and Judith Hellman

Laura and Brian Hirano

Dr. Stuart Hoffman

Dr. Marc and Lori Jacobson

Megumi Kanda and Dietrich Hemann
Kapco, Inc.

Debra and Moshe Katz Family

Dr. Ari and Carrie Kaz

Gail and Martin Komisar

Bonnie and Gerardo Krisztal

Mike Linley

Kate and Chip Mann

Dr. Alan Shlimovitz and Susan Marcus
Gerald McKinney and Atty. Mary Leary
Rabbi Betzalel and Harriet McKinney Mandelman
Mark McQuide and Nancy Weiss McQuide
Terry Miller

Joshua Richman

Hannah Rosenthal

Barry and Kathy Sammons

Marylyn and Eliot Scheuer

Rabbi Yosef Aryeh and Yoni Schiussel
Carter and Pamela Simmons

Dr. Herzl Spiro and Barbara Kohl-Spiro
Barbara Stein

Dr. Robert and Debra Stern

Bill and Naomi Weisgerber

Behind the Scenes (up to $180)
Anonymous (4)

Richard Aaron

Rabbi Steven and Gail Adams
Larry and Sheila Appel

Joy and Steven Appel

Art Arnstein

Peter Banks

Judy and Steven Baruch

Eugene and MariLee Bass

Ruth and Jack Beck

Joel Beck

Joel Been

Nancy and Darryl Bell

Beverly and Bernard Berson

Peggy and Nat Bernstein

Robi and Alan Borsuk

Leah Aviva and Rabbi Dr. Elly Broch
Jayne and Eric Butlein

Pat and Aaron Cadle

Chaya and Yosef Censor

Trish T. Cohn

Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun
Dr. Jerome and Rachel Cornfield
Michael Debbink

Jim Deshur

Marlene Dombrowski

Chana and Joel Eckhardt
Steve and Talya Eigen

Rabbi Dovid and Marcia Eisenbach
Merzy and Russ Eisenberg
Claire and Kenneth Fabric
Katie Falk

Rabbi and Mrs. Akiva Freilich
Dr. Patricia Ganeles

Ruth Geller

Rivka and Cal Gershowitz
Peggi and Bruce Glaser
Elizabeth Goldberg

Pnina Goldfarb and Donald Schoenfeld
Roxie and Jim Goldman

Pam and Phil Goldner

Merilou Gonzalez

|dy Goodman

Dr. Jeffrey and Lisa Gorelick and Family
Gillian and Michael Gosman

Dr. Glenn and Eileen Graves
Barbara and Jack Greenstein
Ruth Ann Guthmann

Larry Hammond, Jr.

Tamar and Avraham Heifetz

Dr. Robert and Julie Hirschman
Rick Meyer and Gail Hoffman
Robin and Hugh Hoffman

Sara and Nathaniel Hoffman
Rabbi Daniel and Tamar Hyman
Rob and Dina Irwin

Scott and Shelley Israel

Paul and Ellie Jacobson

Edith Kaplan

Alyce Katayama

Pat and Joan Kerns

Bob and Joan Klein and Family
Rebecca and William Komisar
Seymour Koren

Leigh Kunde

Allen Kwass

Tracy and Michael Lappin

Marti Laubach

Law Offices of James A. Hiller
Kippy and Sylvan Leabman
Rabbi and Mrs. Melech Lensky
Phyllis Lensky

Sheri and Lloyd Levin

Tobey and Cheryl Libber
Theresa and John Liu

Marlene and Howard Loeb
Karen Loeb

Lois Malawsky

Katharine and Sandy Mallin
Shari Malofsky Weingrod

Karen Malone

Jane and Richard Marcus
Rachael and David Marks
Judy and Alan Matsoff

Sue Medford

Meridian Industries

Dr. Anthony and Donna Meyer
Miller Builders Inc.

Judith Miller

Milwaukee Judaica

Dr. Steve and Rusti Moffic
Rabbi David and Deborah Ordan
Janet and Nicol Padway

Robert Pavlik

Jill and Jay Plavnick

Larry and Constance Poll
Michelle Putz

Nolan Accounting Center
Bunny Raasch-Hooten
Patrick Rath

Toby Recht

Wendy Richman

Tracy Rogers

Dr. Robert and Lauri Roth
Rabbi Charles Rubovits
Julie and Robert Rubovits
Marv and Harriet Rudack
Dr. Gerald and Judith Salinsky
Shelly Sampon

Karen Schapiro

Marcia Schiff

Andrea and Rodd Schneider
Caroline and Bill Schulhof
Micki and Bob Seinfeld

Rabbi Mendel and Chanie Senderovic

Rabbi Ronald and Judith Shapiro

Drs. Yitzchak and Esther Shkop

Jan Singer

Deanna Singh and Justin Ponder

Justin Smith and Christine Liu

Donald and Mary Stacy

Rabbi and Mrs. Elie Starr

Carol and Mickey Stein

Louise Stein

Joann and Eliot Strickon

Dr. Stan and Judy Teplin

Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner

Anne Unverzagt and Rick Goddard

Stephanie and Alan Wagner

Marla and Bradley Warren

Dr. Sheldon and Wendy Wasserman

Debra and Michael Watton

Dr. Michael and Suzanne Weinstein

Tzvi Werther

Mary and Jim Wiedholz

Hal and Benna Wilde

Scott Winkler and Frida Mandelblum

Martin Wolkstein

Penny and Stanford Wynn

Jeannie Yu and Stefan Kartman

Rabbi Avadyahu and Chava
Rochel Zaitschek

Dean and Debbie Zemel

Rabbi Dr. Richard and Debbie Zussman

This list reflects pledges and gifts made
between 9/1/2017 and 8/31/2019. We
make every effort to be accurate and
complete in these listings, however
mistakes do sometimes happen. If you
feel there is an error, please accept our
apology, and contact RUACH at
general@ruachmilwaukee.org

or (414) 367-4890 so that we can make
the necessary correction.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR EVENT AND PROGRAM SPONSORS:

Bader Philanthropies -- Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust -- CAMPAC -- City of Milwaukee Arts Board --
Clarice S. Turer Charitable Fund -- Coalition for Jewish Learning of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation -- David & Ruth S. Coleman
Foundation -- Gene & Ruth Posner Foundation -- Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Mary L. Nohl Fund -- Greater Milwaukee
Foundation’s Nonprofit Management Fund -- Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation, Inc. -- Herb Kohl Philanthropies -- Holocaust
Education Resource Center of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation -- Jewish Community Foundation of the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation -- The Milwaukee Jewish Federation’s Jewish Education Innovation Grant -- National Endowment for the Arts --
Ovation Communities -- Peck Foundation, Milwaukee, Ltd. -- Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc. -- Wisconsin Arts Board 6
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RUACH is participating in the 2019 Potawatomi Hotel & Casino’s

Heart of Canal Street program.

Heart of Canal Street is Potawatomi Hotel & Casino’s signature community program
that raises funds for children’s charities - and RUACH is in the running to be a
beneficiary. This November, 20 out of a pool of more than 170 participating
organizations’ names will be drawn to receive an equal portion of funds generated
through special Canal Street bingo games and other promotions.

RUACH’s name was picked in the grand drawing in 2015, and we received a gift of
$31,051.43! Heart of Canal Street has raised more than $19 million for hundreds of
area children’s charities since 1994.The program honors the Potawatomi tradition of
nurturing younger generations so they grow to lead healthy, productive lives. Half of
each $3 or $7 Canal Street bingo game purchased goes to the Heart of Canal
Street fund, which totaled more than $1.1 million last year! Share your heart by
playing the Canal Street bingo game now through December 12.

Visit paysbig.com/heart to learn more!
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